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To:- 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Bridgwater  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleo.sure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  the  District,  and  the  worh  of  the 
^blic  Health  Department  during  the  year  1956.  fhe  report 
is  set  out  in  the  manner  of  previous  ones,  so  that  comparison 
with  former  years  can  easily  be  made. 

As  far  as  can  be  judged  from  a study  of  the  vital 
statistics  the  general  health  of  the  District  was  satisfactory 
during  the  year.  The  figures  show  little  variation  from  those 
of  the  previous  ^'•ear  and  compare  favourably  with  those  for  the 
country  as  a whole. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was  very  low, 
and  apart  from  whoop in^  cough,  of  which  6?  cases  were  notified, 
there  was  a very  low  incidence  of  all  other  infectious  diseases. 

Prolonged  drought  during  the  Summer  months,  coupled 
with  inadecj_uacy  of  waiter  storage  facilities  to  provide  for 
present  day  demands,  led  to  severe  water  shorta.ge.  As  a result 
it  was  necessary  to  turn  off  the  rmmns  supply  from  10.0  p.m, 
to  5«0  a.m.  from  JOth  May  to  5th  September.  Joint  meetings  with 
the  Borough  Council  were  held  to  ensure  the  best  use  of  existing 
water  supj^.lies  and  to  consider  proposals  for  emergency  supplies, 
should  these  be  required. 

On  a smaller  scale,  many  wells  and  other  sources  of 
supply  v/ere  investigated  at  the  req^uest  of  members  of  the 
public  and  advice  was  given  on  the  conditions  under  v/hich  they 
could  be  brought  into  use. 


As  a result  of  increase  in  the  work  of  the  Department 
in  recent  years,  the  Council  considered  my  request  for  the 
^poinkaenc  ox  an  additional  Public  Health  Inspector  in  order  to 
ralfil  the  Council’s  responsibilities  in  all  aspects  of  public 
health.  It  was  decided  to  appoint  an  Inspector  to  undertake 
primarily  housing  duties  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  the 
sl^ii  clearance  programme , and  to  ensure  implementation  of  a 
scheme  of  routine  housing  inspections  based  on  a five  year 
programme.  By  relieving  present  staff  of  housing  inspection 
duries  the  department  would  at  the  same  time  be  in  a better 
posicion  to  ensure  fulfilment  of  its  many  other  responsibilities, 
norably  at  the  present  time  full  implementation  of  the  Food 
H giene  Regulations  1955«  The  appointment  of  this  officer  v/ill 
give  a new  impetus  to  the  work  of  the  department. 
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I '.vish  to  talce  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Msi^mbers  of  the  Council,  the  other  Chief  Officers  and  Staff 
of  the  Health  Dcpartmer t for  the  help  and  co-operation  which 
I have  received  from  them. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


R.H.  WATSON 
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, -.x  . ATI  SIT  I C_s 


Area  ( acres  ) 

Population  ( Rer,istrar  '^-cneral's  estimate  ) 1956 
No.  of  inhalD:-ted.  houses  on  31st  Decemher,  1356 
Rateable  value  on  list  December,  I956 
'Uiim  represented  by  Id.  rate  on  31st  December,  195S 


G6 , 000 
20,7>0 
o,100 
:i43,270 

: 633  oi^ 


VITAI,  STJ7TI3TICS 


Live  Births. 


i '.'.ale 

feraaRe 

Tot_a_l_ 

Legitimate 

174 

147 

321 

Illegitimate 

7 

5 

12 

.-JL81 

,Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

of  estimated 

resident  popula 

tion 

Jjtill  Births 

• e e • 0 « 

S_till  jBirth  Raj^e  per 

1,000  total 

(live  and  still) 

• • ♦ 

births 

Total  number  of  deaths 
per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population 


15.02 

7 


20.39 


213 

10.23 


.IuiTarrty.e  Lo.rtality  (Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  aoe) 

4 


Legitimate 
II le;  itimate 


4 


Rato  oi  all  infants  per  1,000  births  12.01 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  Ex\  land  and  vVales  23.3 

Rxioo  of  le.  itimace  infants  per  1,000  le^, itimate  live  births  12,4b 

Rc.te  of  0.11  illegit ima.te  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  Nil 


Births. 


. nfter  allowing  for  inward  and.  outv/ard  transfers  the 

-cneral’s_ figures  show  .hat  there  were  333  births 
^lol  boys  and  I32  girls)  in  the  Rural  District  durin  1955; 
bein_  8 less  than  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these  births  12 


were  illegitimate, 
compared  v/ith  4. 1% 


This  is  3.0^0  of 
in  1955. 


the  total  live  births,  as 


.i: 


The  Re'^istrar  G:-eneral  provides  a factor  for  the 
purpose  of  reiiderin^  the  hirth  rate  of  the  Rural  District 
co-parahlc  .;ith  that  of  a district  the  popularioxi  of  ehich 
is  of  standard  are  suid  sex  distrihution.  .ccordin^_,ly  'when 
the  birth  rate  is  multiplied  by  this  factor,  a birth  rate 
riiich  can  be  used  for  comparison  with  other  districts  is 
obtained.  The  birth  rate  for  the  District  adjusted  in  this 
manner  is  increased  from  16.02  to  17. U6  per  1^000  of  the 
population.  The  birth  rate  for  .Dnj;3land  and  "ales  was  15.7. 
..s  would  be  expected  in  a Rural  District  in  v/hich  many 
people  retire  and  which  as  a result  has  a hi  her  proportion 
of  people  outside  the  child  bearin,;_,  ape  proups,  as  compared 
with  the  distribution  of  the  ape  _ roups  in  the  country  as 
a whole,  the  effect  of  standardising  the  birth  rate  is  to 
favou:.  the  rate  for  the  District. 


Birth,  rates  for  the  District  and  for  Srp  land  a:id 
Vales  for  the  past  five  years  were  as  follows: - 


Year 

1552  i 

1 

1 

1953 

1954 

1355 

1956  : 

Sn  land  and  wales 

t5.3  1 



15.5 



15.2 

15.0 

i 

1..7  j 

Br  i d, pva ter  R . D . 

1.5.33 1 

15. 26 

14.02 

1'^.03 

16.02  I 
' 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

18.29  i 

17.09 

15.28 

17.47 

17.46  ■ 

I , I ; |. 


Deatns . 


The  number  of  deaths  rejistered  in  the  Rural  Di 
durinv  1956  was  159.  Of  these  11  v/ere  deaths  of  non-resi 
aiid  were  transferred  to  the  district  in  v/hich  the  persons 
ordinarily  resided.  There  were,,  on  the  other  hand,  65  de 
of  Rural  District  residents  repistered  outside  the  Distri 
The  total  corrected  number  of  deaths  assipned  to  the  Disc 
was  213,  (109  males  and  104  females).  This  was  one  more 
in  the  previous  year  gave  a crude  death  rate  oi  11.56 
1,000  01  tho  population.  The  crude  death  rate  cannot  be 
to  compare  th..,  mort:.lity  with  that  of  other  districts,  as 
populations  of  all  areas  are  not  similarly  constituted  as 
regards  age  and  sex  distribution. 


strict 

dents 

aths 

Co# 

rict 

than 

per 

’■.sed 

the 


The  Re^.istrar  General  therefore  supplies  an  ''Area 
Comparability  Factor’*  and  the  crude  death  rate  multiplied  by 
this  figure  cmi  then  be  compared  with  that  of  tlie  country  as  a 
whole,  or  of  any  other  local  area.  The  corrected  death  rate  so 
obtained  was  ?.h2  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  this  is 
compared  with  11. 7 for  England  and  ales. 
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Death  ratoe  for  the  District  and  for  finc,la.nd  and 
."ales  for  the  past  five  years  wero  as  follov/s:- 


i 

1 Year 

1952 

1 1953 

1954 

1955 

1356  ! 

{ 

1 

j Dng  land  and  vVales 

11.3 

1 11.4 

i 11.3 

11.7 

11.7 

( 

i 

1 Bridgwater  R.D. 

1 

12.12 

j 

I 9.U0 

j 11.77 

10 . 40 

10. 25 

! 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

■ 

10.54 

I 8.18 

: 10.00 
i 

8.84 

9.42 

Of  213  deaths j I3I  occarred  in  people  over  the  a^e 
of  70  years.  i|-8  occurred  in  people  in  the  productive  age 
groups  20  to  64  years i,  and  it  is  therefore  of  interest  to 
examine  the  ages  at  v/hich  these  deaths  occurred,  and  the 
following  table  gives  the  details: - 


i Number 


1 20-29 

30-39 

40-49 

50-59 

Over  oO  j Total  j 

of  deaths:  1 

4 

7 

20 

16  i 40  * 

1 

r 


The  principal  causes  of  these  deaths  were  as  follows: 


Other  malignant  and  l^amphatic  neoplasms  10 
Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  11 
Coronary  disease  cr.d  anginc.  5 
Other  defined  emd  ill-defined  diseases  4 
Voter  vehicle  accidents  3 


Cancer  Mortality . 

The  number  of  deaths  of  District  residents  from  cancer 
was  31  ( males  18,  females  13  ) as  compared  with  3S  in  1955 » 

They  constitute  14.8  per  cent  or  the  total  deaths  during  the 
year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  localisation  of  the 
disease  in  the  3I  cases' •- 


j 

Number  of  deaths 

; Localisation 

riale 

Female  i 

, i 

X'  0 G cil 

; 1955  i 

i--- — - 1 

, 3 i 

Stomach 

2 j 4 ' 

6 

i Lung,  bronchus 

3 

3 

1 1 
i 3 ; 

Breast 

— 

2 

2 

1 

' 5 

nterus 

_ 

2 

2 

i 2 ! 

Other  and  unspecified 
j organs 

13 

5 

j 18 

1 

i 

i 

■ 

j 

Total 

18 

13 

i 31 

! 35  ' 

5 


Cancer  of  the  Luna. 


It  has  "been  estcihlished  that  there  is  a relationship 
"between  the  incidence  of  lung  cancer  and  smoking j particularly 
of  cigarettes,  the  heavy  smoker  being  more  prone  to  develop 
lung  cancer  than  the  light  or  non  smoker.  Again  it  a^^pears 
that  the  trend  is  reversihle,  the  heavy  suiol^er  who  reduces  his 
smoking  or  gives  it  up  altogether  "being  to  that  extent  less 
likely  to  develop  the  disease. 

It  is  interesting  thac  this  year  as  in  previous  years 
th‘'  great  majority  of  deaths  from  lung  cancer  occurred  in  monies. 
In  19555  8 out  of  9 deaths  from  this  cause  were  in  males  and  in 
1958  all  three  v/ere  males. 


The  ages  at  which  dearth  occurred  in  the  t\70  years 
combined  is  detailed  in  the  follovving  table:- 


Year 

ITnder  15 

' 15  / 2*5/  ,35/ 

i ^3k  1 

. . .. 

354 

r55;" ' 
/64 

1 

1 Over  65 

1 

1955 

! i 

' 

2 

4 

! ^ 

195S 

' i 

. t 

2 

! 1 

i 

infantile  Mortality . 

4 infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  yezr. 
This  gives  the  very  lov;  infantile  morta.lity  rate  of  12.01 
per  1,000  of  all  live  births,  while  the  corresponding  rate 
for  England  and  "^/ales  was  23.8. 

There  were  2 deaths  of  infants  during  the  first  four 
weeks  of  life,  as  compared v/ith  7 in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  the  iour 
deaths  in  detail. 


Infantile  Mortality  during;  1956 


1 Cause  of  death 

Under 

1 week 

i 1 - 4 

w^eexs 

1-6 

months 

i 

- 12 
iraoi'iths 

1 

I'otal  1 
under  | 
1 year  i 

j 

! 

Prematurity 

i 

1 

1 1 

i Asphyxia  due  to  inhalation 
! of  stomach  contents 

1 

1 1 

Uraemia 

1 

1 1 

liXtrome  hmuaturity 

1 

; 

» 

1 ' 

! 

. . . ....  , . 1 

Total 

: 

2 

' 2 

1 

: ^ ; 

Deaths  from  Heart  Di_sease . 

Cf  the  213  deaths,  heart  disease  caused  roughly  1 
in  every  4^  ( males  29;  females  30).  It  represented  27a'  of 
total  deaths  from  all  causes  and  was  ecguivalent  to  a death  rate 
of  2.8  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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CAUSES  0"'  DEATH  DURING-  19^6 


1 

i Cause  of  Death 

M.  ! 

Fo  : 

i.  0 0 cll  ^ 

All  Causes  | 

109  ! 

« 

104  ; 

i 

- -4i 

1 

fl3  i 
\ 

1.  Tuherculosis  of  respiratory  system  | 

1 

1 , 

1 

1 : 

i 

J 

2 f 

2.  Other  forms  of  tuherculosis  ! 

1 1 

1 ; 

1 ! 

' 3»  Ss-'philitic  disease 

- 

I 

j 

j U.  Diplitheria 

~ j 

-- 

_ 1 

j 5.  'Vho oping  cough 

“ 

! 

" 1 

i 5.  reningococcal  infections 

1 

j 

""  1 

1 

7.  *-cute  poliomyelitis 

- 

1 

L.  lieasles 

„ i 

S.  ether  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

1 ! 

J 

1 ! 

10.  ''alignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

^ i 

5 ’ 

11.  L....lignant  neoplasm  of  lun_, o hronchus 

3 ■ 

i 

3 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm  oi  hr east 

— 

2 ; 

2 

13.  i'Clignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 

_ 

2 ; 

2 

lU.  Other  malignant  and  lyraphatic  neoplasms 

13 

5 ’ 

IC 

15.  Le  ■'.kaomia;,  aleukaemia 

_ 

- 

16.  Dicihetes 

- 

1 : 
t 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

22  ■; 
1 

33 

IG.  Coronary  disea-re;,  angina 

15 

8 ! 

24 

1.  . i:ypertension  v/ith  heart  disease 

2 

- i 

! 

2 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

11 

ro 

re 

33 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

13 

■ 

! 

19 

22.  Influenza 

1 

- i 

1 

23.  Pne.emonia 

1 

4 

5 

24.  Bronchitis 

8 

! 

12 

25.  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

1 1 
i 

2 

2'S.  "'leer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

< 

1 

3 

27.  Gastritis  J,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- i 

2r.  x'Cphritis  Uxid  nephrosis 

3 

1 

4 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

1 

1 — 

2 

30.  ?re^.xj.ancy ; childhirth,  abortion 

- 

1 

- 

31.  Con  enital  malformations 

1 

- 

1 

32.  Other  defined  cuid  ill-defined  diseases 

12 

13 

25 

33.  Hotor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

5 

34.  All  other  accidents 

_ 

3 

P 

35*  Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

D'n  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

i 

J 

7 


0 ther  Deaths , 


9 deaths  v/ere  d '.e  to  accidents,  of  which  6 were  due 
to  road  accidents  and  3 v/ere  du.:.  to  other  accidents.  In  the 
previous  year  13  deaths  were  due  to  accidents  of  which  3 
were  road  accidents  and  10  were  due  to  other  causes.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  note  the  red-ction  in  deaths  due  to  accidents 
other  than,  road  accidents.  They  are  mainly  due  to  .accidents 
in  the  home  and  in  majr.y  cases  are  preventahle.  Apart  from 
deaths ; these  accidents  cause  much  unnecessary  sufierin^  and 
economic  difficulties.  They  have  "been  a matter  of  co-.cern  to 
us  for  some  considerable  time  and  much  valuable  preventive 
v/ork  has  been  done  by  the  District  Nurses p both  in  their 
capacity  as  District  Nurse  and  as  health  Visitor.  It  is  con- 
sidered that  the  most  effective  method  of  health  education, 
particularly  in  a rural  district,  is  the  informal  talk  made 
possible  by  the  close  personal  contact  which  the  Health  Visitor 
has  with  the  home,  particularly  where  there  are  young  children 
and  old  people,  which  are  the  age  groups  at  greatest  risk. 

J overtheless,  there  are  still  too  many  cases  of  children 
mistaking  tablets  for  sweets  or  paraffin  oil  for  ''pop'*,  and 
burns  and  scalds  still  take  their  toll  of  youn^  cUid  old. 

Torn,  uneven  floors,  steep  winding  stairs,  and  the  dark  passages 
found  in  old  houses  present  a hazard  to  young  and  old,  but 
particularly  to  the  latter,  and  the  replacement  of  worn  out, 
ill  lit,  ill  ventilated  houses  is  in  itself  an  important  measure 
in  'che  prevention  of  accidents  in  tho  homo. 


Fowulation. 


The  estimated  population  of  the  Rural  District  as 
at  June  195a  was  20,790,  which  shows  an  increase  of  i+OO  over 
the  previous  year.  Ihe  natural  increase  in  the  population, 
that  is  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  120,  and  therefore 
immigration  accounted  for  a net  increase  in  population  of  260. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  population  ehanges  which 
have  taken  place  in  recent  yoars  axid  the  following  table 
illustrates  the  trend  during  the  pL..st  eleven  years. 

Net  increase  due 


.Yean: 

Population 

Natural  increas_e 

to  i^Timi.g] 

1546 

-60 

o6 

-126 

1947 

210 

141 

69 

1948 

367 

150 

237 

1949 

93 

115 

- 22 

1950 

200 

82 

118 

1951 

480 

58 

422 

1952 

-610 

82 

-692 

1953 

840 

119 

721 

1954 

160 

46 

114 

1555 

- 80 

129 

-209 

1956 

400 

120 

280 
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PRSVAL3NCS  INP'ECTIOUS 

.-^D  COIELAGipU^  mSRhhLo 


The^rollo...in_  table  sets  out  the  cases  of 
nouifiablo  infectious  disec.scs  which  were  notified  in  the 
Rural  District  durinr,  1955.  The  table  is  drawn  up  alter 
making  th^^  necessary  amendments  to  the  original  notifica- 
tions jov/ing  to  corrections  in  diagnosis  by  either  the 
practi  cioiie-rs  p or  the  hedical  Officer  at  the  Isolation 
nospital. 


Disease 

i.Cases  notified 

11956  ■ ■'V  T955' 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

1 10 

i 

23 

'Vho oping  cough 

57 

35 

i-icute  poliomyelitis 

I.  1 

i 2 

heasles 

37 

399 

Dysentery 

1 

o 

Meningococcal  infection 

1 

Pneumonia 

VP 

6 

Paratyphoid  fever 

1 

-■rysipelas 

1 

1 

Pood  poisoning 

1 

1 

Puerperal  pj/rexia 

J 

2 

Total  1 

125  ! 

477 

.easles. 


_ . _ -‘-he  very  considero.ble  redaction  in  the  incidence 

OT  infections  disec.ses  \?as  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that 
relaxively  f ev/  cases  of  measles  occurred.  This  i/as  to  be 
cecpected  v/ith  a disease  with  a biennial  incidence  of 

epideiaics.  i.ost  cases  notified  ¥/ere  mild  and  come  li  ea  cions 
wcx  e f wv/. 


.1  - . iAfi,  _P  a r a 1 y sj^s . 


Only  one  case  was  notified.  This  i/as  a paralytic 
case  as -ich  occurred  well  outside  the  usual  polio  epidemic 
puiiod  oi  whe  year,,  and  th^nefore  hom.e  contacts  were  not 
voluntary  house  and  garden  quarantine . Indeed j 
to  the  number  of  close  contacts  concerned  in 
^ ms  case,  house  and  garden  ouarantine  for  three  weeks  v/ould 
nave  oeen  a formidable  undertalein: . Although  adult  contacts 
..oic  allo.,'ed  to  continue  their  emplo;^rment , all  ._ocial  activities 
wex‘e  re.tricted,  and  no  secondary  cases  occurred. 

. introdu.ction  in  thiis  country  of  public 

n.^nmuni,. aoion  againe-t  poliomyelitis.  Because  of  limitation 
Ox  supplies  of  vaccine,  registration  was  confined  to  certain 

been  reassured  against  the  likelihood  of 
response  by  the  public  v/as  good  and  in  fact 


±0  ./^s  no c possible  to  immunise  all  those  \7ho  did  register. 
i^^iniTrunisati 0,1  course  consists  of  tv/o  injections  at  an  interval 
and  in  the  Rural  District  7 children  received  the 
xull  course.  There  './ere  no  untoward  reactions.. 
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>VhoopinA  Cough . 

cases  were  notified  which  was  an  increase  of 

previous  year.  Nowadays  most  parents 
children  immunised  ayainst  diphtheria,  also 
h.ye  them  immunised  against  whooping  cough  at  the  same  time. 

latter  disease  is  not  as  complete 
against  diphbheria,  rmvertheless  in  majiy  cases  it 
givee  good  prooection,  and  in  others  it  lessens  the  severity 
01  the  illness. 

■imrmnv,-!  ow Ing  table  shows  the  number  of  children 

n^nise a against  diphtheria  during  the  year,  the  majority  of 
).hom  received  the  confeined  dlphtherla-whooPing:  coush  vaccine; 
-his  comoinea  vaccine  is  not  normally  used  for  children  over 

considered  that  by  that  time  most 
enough  to  stand  an  attack  of  the  disease 
Ion  immunity  without  undue  risk  of  being 
seriouol^  afiected  by  any  complications  which  might  arise. 


Aged  under  5 years 

Aged  5-15  years 

Total 

215 

ks 

— — 

264 

No 


cases  of  diphtheria  occurred. 


continued  immunisation  against 
diphoheria  is  well  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  outbrealis 
of  the  discc-se  still  occur,  even  in  this  country  -in 
comraunities  with  a low  imminisation  state. 


Z§.c^na ti on _ against  Smallpox . 


Kurnl  District  Sr  it  °=c'i^rcd  in  the  Bridgv/ater 

11  re-vseoinhiUf  b bU'  primo.ry  vaocinationi  ejid 

; rScT  fSS  1 smallpox  vfere  carried  out  hy 

tabio‘  during  the  year.  The  follo.ving 

that  h'"chi?dr-  Persons  vaccinated,  shoui 

- - . . ■ year  received  primary 

While  the  number  of  live  births  for  the  year" 


vaccinations 


333. 


P-Q^fson^yn^inatedC  or  re-vaccinated)  in  3.95_6 . 


1 dnder  1 
[ 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

J 

15  or 
over 

Totals  ; 

U.. 

P j R 

P 

P 

r,  : ‘ ^ 

P 1 E 1 

P 

R 

1 

— 

93 

' 

4 1 - 

! 1 

4 

1 

i 

— i r 

y . 1 1 

i 

5 

1 

r— r— 

9 1 115  11' 

i 1 ' 

P = Primary  vaccination 
P = Pe-vaccination 


the  rec’iire^n vaccinations  were  carried  out  to  meet 

tourin'v^'abro'id  other  countries  in  respect  oi  persons 

Lourin^  abroad  or  emigrating  from  this  country. 
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Tuberculosis. 


12  riQ':/  cases  of  respirator^'  tuberculosis  and  3 
cases  of  non-respiratory  'ouberculosis  were  notified,  as 
compared  with  13  cases  of  respirator^;-  and  4 cases  of  the 
non-respiratory  form  of  the  disease  in  the  previous  year. 

Thus  the  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  respiratory  "tuberculosis 
referred  to  in  the  previous  report  was  maintained. 

The  following,,  table  shows  the  age  groups  of  nev/  cases 
notified  during  the  year:- 


1 

1 

1 

-cespiratorj' 

1 

Non-respiratory 

i 

1 

' Under  5 years 

— 

♦ 

\ 

! 5 - 14  " 

1 

1 1 

15  - 24  " 

4 

1 1 

25  - 44 

4 

1 i 

i 

45  - 64  " 

3 

_ j 

j 55  and  over 

- 

- 

Total  all  ages 

12 

3 

1 

It  v/ill  be  noted  that  again  the  main  incidence  of 
the  disease  has  been  in  young  adult  life. 


B.C.r-.  Vaccination 

Reference  was  also  made  in  last  year’s  report  to 
the  desirability  of  raising  the  immunity  to  tuberculosis  of 
school  leavers  by  the  introduction  of  a scheme  for  E.C.Ci. 
vaccination.  Such  a scheme  was  in  fact  commtinced  at  the  end 
Of  the  year.  The  parents  of  all  thirteen  year  old  ciiildren 
v/ere  offered  the  oppor'uunity  of  having  their  children  tested 
by  means  of  a si  iple  skin  test,  iinov/n  as  the  Eeaf  Test,  to 
determine  whether  they  had  accpuired  resistance  to  tubercelosis 
and  01  having  B.C.u.  vaccination  if  the  Heaf  Test  was  negative. 

79  children  -were  '^ested  and  of  these  S3  v\;ere  found  to  have  a 
negative  Eeaf  Test  and  were  vaccinated. 

Those  who  gave  a positive  Eeaf  Test  did  so  because 
at  some  time  they  had  experienced  a tuberculous  infection. 

This  is  a natural  means  oi  acquiring  iramunity  to  the  disease 
and  in  the  great  ma'iority  of  cases  the  positive  test  does  not 
indicate  any  active  condition.  Nevertheless  l^-ray  of  chest 
was  offered  to  these  cases  ana  to  all  their  close  contacts. 

It  m.ay  well  be  that  this  will  lead  to  the  discovery  of  further 
unrecognised  cases  oi  tuberculosis. 

This  was  a small  beginning  and  it  is  hoped  that  as 
the  scheme  becomes  established,  more  parents  will  agree  to  have 
their  children  vaccinated  if  nocessary,  before  they  leave  school. 
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i'lass  Radi  or' rap hy. 


In  tho  Toport  for  last  year  reference  was  made  to 
the  intention  to  arrange  for  the  I'ass  Radiography  Rnit  to  visit 
the  health  Centre  for  one  day  a month  for  a trial  period  to 
enable  patients  referred  by  gexieral  practitioners  to  be 
X-rayed;  and  to  have  a longer  visit  in  Beptember  for  members 
01  the  general  public.  In  addition  arrangements  had  o.lready 
been  made  for  the  unit  to  visit  the  larger  factories  and  the 
health  Centre  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  general  practitioner  day  sessions  v/ere  not 
successful,  probably  mainly  for  administrative  reasons,  coupled 
v/ith  the  fact  that  the  Bridgwater  Chest  Clinic  provides  a good 
service  for  general  practitioners  v/ho  desire  to  have  their 
patie^nts  X-rayed, 

j-lto;_^-.ther  5?422  persons  (3^0^?  males  and  2,335  iemales) 
were  examined  during  the  year,  anu  the  results  obtained  are 
shown  in  the  following  table. 


Tuberculous  conditions  giale  Female  Total 

Active  tuberculosis  23  5 

Inactive  tub^^rculosis  3 9 17 

'■nder  observation  63  9 

16  15  31 


The  discovery  of  only  five  cases  of  active  tiberculosis 
out  of  over  5*000  persons  examined  raises  the  eguestion  of  whether 
the  best  use  is  being  made  of  existing  mass  X-ray  facilities,  and 
this  is  a matter  wl.ich  is  at  present  receiving  active  con- 
sideratioxi.  "ith  more  mobile  X-ray  ecguipraer.t  it  may  be  possible 
to  arrange  for  a unit  to  attend  at  suitable  centres  in  the  larger 
villages  and  this  obviously  ¥/ould  be  a great  advantage  to  the 
public  in  a rural  district,  and  should  holp  to  remove  one  of  the 
^.reatvjst  drawbacks  in  existing  arrangements. 

In  assessing  the  value  of  Mass  Radio^.raphy , regard 
should  be  had  to  the  health  edu cation alv£.lue  to  those  examined. 

In  practice  one  visit  to  the  unit  seems  to  encoura^.c  individuals 
to  return  again  in  future  years,  particularly  now  that  modern 
equipment  ma^'.es  it  unn^cessarj^  to  undress  for  X-ray. 

In  so  far  as  results  are  concerned,  it  .is  found  from 
time  to  time  that  cases  of  tuberc.-.losis  which  were  inactive 
at  the  time  of  examination,  later  became  acti-^ve  and,  as  a result 
of  the  experience  at  tlie  first  examination,  advice  is  sought  at 
an  early  stage.  Of  the  17  cases  of  inactive  tuberculosis 
discovered  during  the  survey,  8 had  been  brought  to  light  during 
the  previous  examination  and  were  seeking  reassurance  that  their 
condition  remained  satisfactory.  In  addition,,  a proportion  of 
the  cases  which  were  indefinite  at  examination  and  were  placed 
UTider  observation  later  proved  to  be  cases  of  tu.bercilosis. 

In  addition  to  tuberculous  conditions,  each  survey 
bririgs  to  light  conditions  of  a non-tuberculous  nature  which 
vary  in  inportance  from  the  very  slight  to  the  very  serious. 

The  following  tablu  shows  the  details  for  the  year  under  review. 
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.^■Q.QiZitu.'b'^rculous  cond. i tjL  on s M ales 

Bacterial  snd  virus  infection  of  lunps  2 

Congenital  atnorraotlity  of  "bony  thorax  1 

Pleural  thickening  2 

Puliuonary  fihrosis  4 

Segmental  collapse  2 

*T.C(T.uired  cardio-vascular  lesion  5 


^n^hysema 

Cancer 

Bronchiectasis 
Benign  tumour 

Congeniti.l  malformation  of  lung 
Pneumoconiosis 


i'otal 


1 

2 

3 

3 


O 


3 

3 

5 

7 

2 


11 


2 k 

1 

1 2 


“I 

J- 

2 

1 


22  20  42 


3io_q d JPoisonin.' . 

One  isolated  case  of  food  poisoning  nas  notified 
during  the  year. 

. aosess  the  importance  of  food  poisoning  as  a 

public  health  menace y it  is  desirable  to  viei/  it  as  it  affects 
the  country  as  a v/hole. 


In  the  country  as  a nhole  food  poisoning  is  increa^sinr 
at  a considerable  rate.  In  fn^.land  and  dales  ii.  i953  there 
i,  ^ ^ r\  poisoniiV;  incidents  notified.  In  1954  there 

v/ere  o,01o  and  in  1955  notifications  had  risen  to  8,96l. 

s crengthen  the  hand  of  Local  Authorities  in  their 
oiiorts  to  secure  the  hygienic  handling  of  food  and  so  reduce 
tne^  risk  of  outbreaks  of  food  poisoningg  the  Pood  hygiene 
ivogulafcions  1955  c^nie  into  force  on  1st  January j 1956.  These 
reg!-.lt..ti 0x03  deal  'uith  conditions  under  v;hich  food  must  be 
prepared  anc.  storedy  and  emphasis  is  placed  on  the  necessity?- 
lor  pro cec oing^ the  food  from  contanination  at  all  stages  of 
preparation  auid  particularly  when  c:qDosed  for  sale.  Restrictions 
arv;  placed  on  the  food  handler  and  the  great  need  for  improvement 
in  purooncxl  hygiene  is  stressed.  In  aduitior  food  handlers  who 
ar..  suixering  from  those  infections  which  most  commonly  cause 
^ ood  poisonin^  outbreaks  must  now  so  inform  their  employer,  v/ho 
in  t irn  must  inform  the  medical  oificcr  of  health. 


precis  of  the  regulations  and  a stftexnnty  in  xuon 
rechiiical  terms ; of  the  common  sy  iptoms  .;hich  should  cause  an 
individual  to  suspect  he  iiiay  be  carrying  the  food  poisoning  germs 
^as  sent  oo^  the  proprietors  of  all  food  establishmients  in  the 
district.  Thw  appropriate  reouirem^nts  of  the  r-jgulations  in 
respect  of  food  handlers  carrying  the  food  poisoning  germs  were 
also  brought  to  the  notice  of  all  doctors  practising  in  the 
isorict  so  that  they  might  advise  their  patients  as  necessary. 
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f Short  talks  aiid  film  shows  dealing  v/ith  food 

poisoning  were  held  in  tho  Borough  and  an  invitation  to  attend 
or  he  represented  was  extended  to  the  proprietors  of  food 
, pro'.iises  in  the  Ruial  District.  The  value  of  such  meetings 
is  limited  and  it  is  considered  that  short  informal  talJis  such 
as  are  made  possible  by  close  personal  contact  which  the  public 
health  inspectors  have  established  with  the  proprietors  of 
food  handling  establislxnents  are  of  much  greater  benefit. 

It  is  considered  that  this  form  of  health  education  should  be 
greatly  extended,  and  should  form  part  of  routine  measr.rcs 
designed  to  secure  implementation  of  the  Pood  Hygiene  j.ieg'^-1  a b i Oij.3 
1955.  Durin^  the  year  lack  of  technical  staff  precluded  the 
I health  department  from  playing  a significant  role  in  redncing 
, the  risk  of  food  poisoning  epidemics.  However-  the  decision  of 
the  Council  to  appoint  an  additional  public  health  inspector  to 
undertake  housing  duties  as  a primary  responsibility,  v/iD.l  in 
turn  free  existing  staff  to  play  a greater  part  in  ensurin,: 

■ implementation  of  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  in  the  District- 
It  should  of  course  be  appreciated  that  this  typo  of  work  is 
time  consuming  and  the  value  of  the  v/ork  done  by  the  inspectors 
is  not  necessarily  reflected  in  the  number  of  visits  paid  to 
food  premises. 


G-EhnrdiL  jjEALTH  SBRVICES 


Laboratory  racilities . 

Patiiolo^  ical  s.ncimens  are  sent  to  the  laboratory 
at  i'us^rove  Park  Hospital,  v/hich  forms  part  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service.  Results  of  investigations  are  aAmlable 
with  the  minrsum  of  delay  and  there  is  good  liaison  between  tne 
laboratory  personnel  and  the  field  workers  in  the  Public  Health 
Depai tment . 


Hospitals. 


Hos^jitals  in  the  area  arc  administered  by  the  South 
Rest  Pegdonal  Hospital  Board,  through  the  Bridgwater  Area 
Management  Committee. 


The  hospitals  ares- 


Bridgwater  General  Hospital 
Hary  Stanley  Nursing  Home 
Northgate  Lodge 


72  beds 
31  beds 
So  beds 


or 


Cases  of  infectious  diseases  needing  hospital  treatment- 
isolation,  are  admitted  to  Taunton  Isolation  Hospital. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics . 


No  Local  Authority  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  in 
the  area,  supervision  being  conducted  by  G-eneral  Practitioners 
and  IJidwives.  A number  of  expectant  lUothers  attend  at  the  Clinic 
at  the  Health  Centre,  Mount  Street,  Bridgv/ater,  when  blood  sample 
are  taken  for  determination  of  blood  grouping,  Rhesus  i-actor^  etc 


Infant  Welfare. 

Infant  .Welfare  Clinics,  for  v.^hich  the  County  Council 
are  responsible,  are  held  at  Edington,  Furiton,  \Roolavington, 
North  Petherton,  Nether  Stov/ey,  East  Huntspill  and  R/est  Huntspill 


KatijqnaJ.^  Assistance  Act,  19U3  - Section  U-1  • 

No  statutory  action  was  taken  under  this  Section 
durin:,  the  year. 


SANITARY  Cix.C"MSTAi\ChS  OF  I'ME  AREA 

3ev7era::':e. 


Shortar^e  of  technical  staff  again  prevented  the 
carrying  out  of  a survey  of  sewage  disposal  arrangements  at 
individual  properties  in  './est  Huntspill,  hut  it  is  now  hoijed 
to  proceed  with  this  investigation  and  to  ensure  that  full 
use  is  made  of  the  new  sev/age  sj^stem  \/hich  has  heen  provided. 

The  Consulting  Engineers’  scheme  for  a se'./erage  system 
for  the  village  of  Pav/lett  has  heen  received  and  is  under  con- 
sideration hy  the  ministry  of  Health.  Completion  of  this  work 
is  essential  before  much  needed  building  development  can  take 
place  and  before  present  unsatisfactory  conditions  can  be 
rectified. 


Eater  Supplies . 


N Limber  of  ' 

Renort 

Supply 

! examinations 

Satisfactory 

Not  satisfactory 

1. 

ridding ton 

18 

16 

0 ' 

2 i 

2. 

1 

C-oathurst 

1 o 

16 

2 

3. 

Thurloxton 

18 

15 

3 

|4. 

illoughby 

48 

40 

8 i 

i 

5* 

Over  Stowey 

20 

_ 

15 

■ 

5 * 

! 

As  has  already  been  indicated. j drought  conditions 
during  the  Summer  months  led  to  serious  shortage  of  v/ater 
for  distribution  and  because  of  the  greater  risk  of  contamina- 
tion of  water  supplies,  bacteriological  examinations  v/ere 
carried  out  at  weekly  intervals  instead  of  monthly. 

An  outbreak  of  enteritis  at  a Service  camp  was  thought 
to  h..ve  been  caused  by  contaminated  water  supply  and  for  a short 
time  all  v/ater  used  in  the  caiup  for  domestic  purposes  was  boiled. 
Contamination  v/as  thought  to  have  been  ca.ised  by  recent  works 
which  had  been  carried  out  at  the  distribution  system,  and  this 
accounts  for  the  eight  unsatisfactorj?"  samples  which  v;ere  obtained 
from  the  Ailloughby  supply. 
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Che..iical  analysis  of  the  three  larger  water 
supplies  v/as  earned  out  during  the  year  and  reports  obtained 
were  as  follows; - 


Report  of  Chemical  /uialysis  of  Cample  oi  fater. 
Received  on  10. 7. 56 
Labelled:  Piddington.  Tap. 


All  results  in  parts 
per  million 

lumber  of  Smple 

C.  li^6 

Physical  Characters 

Clear  and  bright 

Reaction 

Very  slightly  alhaline 
pK  7.3 

Total  Solids 

352.0 

Alhalinity  (as  Ca  Co^) 

255.0 

Total  Hardness 

290.0 

(a)  Permanent 

70.0 

(b)  Tciiiporary 

220.0 

Clilorides  in  terms  of  sodium  chloride 

33.0 

ivitrogen  as  Saline  and  free  Ammonia 

O.04O 

Nitrogen  as  Albuminoid  " 

0.02 

x.itrogen  as  Nitrates 

4.0 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permananate 
{k  hrs.  at  80°P, ) 

CM 

• 

0 

Poisonous  Metals 

Tree  Carbon  Dioxide 

4.0 

Silica  (3i  O2) 

Sediment 

kont: 

The  sample  is  a hard  water  the  hardness  being 
mainly  bicarbonate  hardness.  It  contains  very 
little  organic  impurity. 
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report  of  Chemical  Analysis  of  Sample  of  .tater. 
I<eceived  on  10. 7. 36 
labelled:  ’illoughby . Tap. 


All  results  in  parts 
per  million 


number  of  3an:ple 
Ph^^sical  Characters 
reaction 

rotal  Solids 
Alkalinity  (as  Ca  Co^) 

■^otal  Hardness 

(a)  Permanent 

(b)  Temporary 

Chlorides  in  terms  of  sodiujn  chloride 

hioro^.en  as  Saline  and  free  Ammonia. 

titro.,en  as  Albuminoid  ” 

i'iisrogen  as  Nitrates 

Nitro;-en  as  Nitrites 

Oxyp  n absorbed  from  Permanganate 
(4  hrs.  at  80°F«) 

Poisonous  Metals 

Tree  Carbon  Dioxide 

Sediment 


C.148 

Clear  ano.  bright 

Very  slightly  alkaline 
pH  7.5 

254.0 

150.0 

170.0 

50.0 

120.0 

32.0 
0.002 
0.004 
2.0 
nil' 

NIL 


4.0 


NONS 


The  saimple  is  a slightly  hard  water  the  hardness 
being  mainly  bicarbonate  hardiiess.  It  is  practically 
free  from  organic  imparity. 
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Report  of  Chemical  Analysis  of  Sai^ple  of  Water. 
Received  on  10. 7. 56 
Labelled;  Over  Stowey.  Tap. 


All  results  in  parts 
per  million 


Number  of  Sample 
Physical  Characters 
Reaction 
Total  :>olids 
Llhalinity  (as  Ca  Co^) 

Total  Hardness 

(a)  Perm.anent 

(b)  TO' nor  ary 

Chlorides  in  terms  of  sodium  chloride 

-'_tro£en  as  Sa.lino  and  free  -.mmonia 

: itrogen  as  Albuminoid 

Nitroj^en  as  Nitrates 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 
(4  hrs.  at  80°P. ) 

Poisonous  I'ietals 

'■'ree  Carbon  Dioxide 

Silica  (Si  O2) 

Sediment 


C.147 

Clear  and  bright 
Neutral  pH  7.0 

89.0 

50.0 

50.0 

32.0 
0.064 
0.032 

Slight  trace 
NIL 

0.6 

2.0 

NONE 


The  saniple  is  a moderately  soft  \¥ater  containing 
very  li'ctlc  orgetnic  impurity. 
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The 


Housin,-A. 

Diiriiij,  the  year  30  houses  were  erected  hy  the 
Local  Authority  and  51  wore  in  the  course  of  erection, 
total  number  of  post  war  Council  houses  erected  v/as  551. 


Relevant  information  as  records  housin'  may  be 


sui'nmari 

sed 

ews  follows 

ito. 

of 

temporary  housing  units  occupied  - (i)  Prefabs 

(ii)  Huts,  etc. 

12 

(‘^) 

Ho. 

of 

houses 

founcL  overcrowded  

4 

(c) 

ho. 

dy 

of 

the 

houses 

owiiors 

do  .-.ed  as  a res -:lt  oi  an  undertaking  given 
or  follov/ing  the  issu.e  of  Closing  Orders 

11 

(d) 

Ho. 

of 

houses 

demolished  during  year 

r 

(e) 

Ho. 

of 

houses 

made  fit  during  year 

47 

(D 

1^0. 

of 

hor.ses 

reepuired  to  abate  overcrowding 

7 

(c) 

Tot 

al  nujiiber 

of  applications  for  Council  houses  at  the 

exid  of  the  year 

S20 

in  order  to  improve  the  standard  of  houses considerable 
use  was  made  of  Im.provement  Grants  under  the  Eousiny  Act,  19U5-5U. 

The  fcllo.;in£  table  shows  the  action  tahen. 

Improvement  _3:ran bs  me^de  Lmde_r  the  Eousinp  Act,  19U9-5i-]: 


f;o.  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  with  by  Local  Authority” - 


i 

(1) 

(2) 

(3)  1 

: 

j Received 

1 

Approved 

Rej- 

:)cted  1 

_..™_  j 

No.  of  1 

i 

i 

r 

Appli- 

No.  of 

Appli- 

No.  of 

Appli- 

cations 

dwellings 

cations 

dwellings 

cations 

dwellings  j 

i51.7.49  - 

1 

1 

ml. 12.55 

t 

54 

107 

94 

107 

— 

i 

1 

ilXiring 

i 

: Year 

1 

... 

49 

58 

49 

I 

i ^ 

CO 

i 

- 

’Total 

143 

165  1 

143 

i 

165  I - ! 

) 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area , 

The  records  {^iven  in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector's 
report  shov/  the  number  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with. 
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iil.i^UAL  REPORT  OF  TEE  CHI ‘;P  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  1950. 


■'r,  Chc.irmaL'^P  LaUies  and.  Gentlemen, 

I He  to  suLmit  03^  seventeenth  Annual  Pieport  for  the 
■•'ear  ending  3l3t  Decenher,  19 5S. 


No  alterations  affecting,  the  staff  of  che  Department 
toe]..;  place  during  the  year,  hut  careful  consideration  mas 
given  hj'’  the  Council  to  the  need  for  an  additional  Inspector 
in  order  to  cope  '.vith  increasing  work  and  additional  duties 
pa . ticularlj'"  in  regard  to  slum  clearance,  meat  inspection, 
and  food  hygiene.  In  Novemher  it  was  decided  to  add  a second 
Additional  Inspector  to  the  staff  of  the  Depar'cment , with  the 
inten’iion  that  this  officer  would  concentrate  primarily  on 
hou.sing  ins.,-ection  duties,  hut  at  the  end  of  the  3^ear  the 
appointment  had  not  heen  made. 

The  arrangement  hy  which  one  of  the  j^ngineering 
Assirtents  was  made  available  to  assist  in  the  testing  of  nev/ 
drainage  systems  was  continued  during  the  year. 

00. ^iAIItlS  A^  .NUISANCES. 

The  numher  of  complaints  investigated  during  the 
year  was  128,  a decrease  of  33  on  the  previous  year.  In  most 
cases  nuisances  w^ere  abated  as  a res'^.lt  of  informal  action  and 
it  v/as  only  found  necessary  to  serve  h Abatement  Notices.  On 
inspection  a number  of  coiaplaints  'were  found  to  be  not  justified 
and  no  further  action  v\^as  taken  in  regard  to  them. 

Of  the  nuisances  found,  124  were  abated  during  the 
year.  The  nujiiber  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  nuisances 
\/'as  b-Oj, 


The  decrease  in  the  number  of  nuisances  is  probably 
accounted  for  bj^  the  fact  that  no  hot  v/eather  occurred  during 
the  sumr.ier  and  consequently  the  n-umber  of  complaints  of  smells 
v/as  Less  than  usual. 


SUPPLY, 


Samples  of  v/ater  for  bacteriological  examination  are 
normally  talien  from  the  five  sources  of  supply  controlled  by 
the  Council  at  monthlj^  intervals.  D'uring  195b  abnormally  low- 
rainfall  produced  drought  conditions  which  it  was  considered 
constit-uted  greater  risk  of  contamination  and  acc  ordingly 
Scui-iples  were  taken  at  weekly  intervals  during  this  period. 

Eany  privace  supplies  were  also  examined  and  saiuples 
of  v;ater  taken  v/ith  a view  to  bringing  into  use  alternative 
sources  of  supply  should  the  need  become  acute. 

A total  01  178  visits  v/ere  made  in  connection  with 
water  su  :pl3’"  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  87  on  the 
previ  nus  yc-ar. 
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HO" -SING. 


The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  under  the 
Housing’  Acts  v/as  309?  the  number  of  separate  houses  inspected 
beins  iSl.  122  visits  were  also  made  in  respect  to  repairs  to 
56  properties.  45  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for 
habitation  and  incapable  of  bein^  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable 
cost  and  eight  Demolition  Orders  v/ere  made  by  the  Councilo  In 
eight  cases  the  Council  agreed  to  accept  undertal:in .3  to  carry 
out  approved  works  within  a stipulated  timOj  and  eleven 
undertakings  not  to  occupy  v/ere  accepted.  Six  houses j the 
subjieco  of  Demolition  Orders ^ were  demolished  during  the  year,. 

Careful  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  best 
method  of  implement in:_,  the  Council’s  slum  clearance  programmae 
particularly  in  regard  to  the  re-housing  of  families  displaced 
from,  unfit  houses.  Some  progress  has  been  made  with  this  worlip 
1.5  houses  having  been  represented  as  unfit  compared  with  2li. 
in  the  previous  year. 

The  high  cost  of  building  work  remains  a serious 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  housing  progress,  and  owners  of  property 
are  extremely  reluctant  to  ejcpendp  perhaps,  several  yeais  rent, 
on  comparatively  minor  repairs.  /here  more  extensive  '/orhs 
ai’3  involved,  the  position  is  even  more  difficult,  buc  in 
a number  of  cases  it  has  been  possible  to  persuade  o'..’ners  to 
carry  out  such  works  with  the  aid  of  Improvement  Grants,  Dvery 
opportunity  is  taken  to  interest  owners  in  the  availability  of 
these  grants  and  informal  advice  is  given  both  in  regard  to 
proced.ure  and  the  best  method  of  carrying  out  the  pro^''Osed 
wor'r.s.  In  this  xiorj  it  is  cguite  often  possible  ro  get  reggiiref 
repairs  and  neglected  mainteiiance  carried  out  in  conjunction 
with  grant-aided  improvements, 

272  visits  were  made  during  tl' e year  to  Ipl  proxjerties 
in  regard  to  the  reconditioning  and  alteration  of  existing 
houses  and  the  installation  of  nev;  sanitary  fittings. 

So  visits  v/ere  made  to  houses  in  respect  to  which 
grants  were  made  under  the  Housin;^  (Rural  I/orkers)  Acts  and 
tlie  Housing  (financial  Provisions)  Acts. 

OVERCPO'/DING. 

Four  new  cases  of  overcrov/ding  ’'.'ere  discovered  during 
the  year,  and  five  cases  were 

26  visits  v/ere  made 


abated  by  informal  action, 
in  connection  with  overcrowding. 
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FACTO_RII]S  acts,  J^37__a^ . 

j T->  f olloi/in.j  particulars  indicate  the  action  talccn 

under  Part  1 of  the  Factories  Act,  1537;- 


i 

! Numher 
j on 

i Register 

1 

! 

i ^ 

Insps. 

i 

Lurnher  of 

'Vritten 

Notices 

1 

1 

Occupiers  | 
Prosecuted  j 

i)  Factories  in  \/hich 

i 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 

1 

and  5 are  to  he 

1 

enforced  hy  Local 

! ! 

! 1 

Authority 

89 

36 

5 

1 

1 

ii)  Factories  not 

1 

1 

included  in  (i)  in 

1 

which  Section  7 is 

I 

enforced  hy  Local 

! 

Authority 

{ 

1 

■ 

1 

iii)  Other  premises  in 

i 

t 

! 

which  Section  7 is 

i 

I i 

enlorced  hy  the 

1 

f 

1 

‘ i 

Local  Authority 

1 

1 

! i 

(excluding  outworkers 

1 

1 

! 1 

premises ) 

I i 

! 1 

TOTAL 

I 

89  I 

1 

36  i 5 

j 

The  3o  visits  made  v;ere  in  respect  to  20  factories. 


1 I-  0 

of  cases  in  which  defects 

i 

1 

were  found 

No.  of  cases  j 

1-.^  — — 

-r  ■ ■ — 

J 

— — — 

■in  vi'hich  i 

i 

r Referred 

prosecutions  i 

i 

i 

- 

■'vvere  instituted  i 

i 

|To  h.m. 

' 3y  H.M. 

i 

Found 

Remedied 

i Ix'iSp  . 

Insp . 

i 

ant  of  cleanliness  (S.l)|  6 

1 6 

i 

Dvercrovi^ding  (S.2) 

1 

1 

-nreasonahle  temuerature  • 

3.3)  ! 

Liadequate  ventilation  f 

(S.4) 

'neifoctive  draina.ge  of  j 

floors  (S.6}  ' 

1 

i 

ju-.nitary  conveniences 

(S-7) 

Insufficient  { 

1 

1 

’h)  Unsuitable  or  ! 

1 

defective  4 

4 

( 

2 

i 

1 

, c)  Not  separate  for  j 

1 

i 

sexes  ! 

» 

I 

)ther  offences  against  ’ j 

i 

the  Act  (not  including  | 

; 

\ 

: 

offences  relatin'-  to  ; . 

I 

i 

Ouowork)  ; j 

TOTAL  i 10  j 

10  ; 

r ■■■  1 

i 

2 

i 
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r 


’ ’ V .r 


l»  »• 


.*<  V 


“'u  \u.-^- 

' ■ < I 


; ' 1 


BAISHOrSES. 


Twenty  one 
15  "bakehouses  in  the 
duly  complied  with. 


visits  were  made  in  respect  to  I3  of  the 
District,  and  informal  notices  were 


■pfLOPS" 

Forty  two  inspections  of  shops  were  carried  out,  in 
respect  to  34  of  the  118  shops  in  the  District. 


_Gr:i:i..RAL  ^4 HATdpN . 

The  follo'./ins  improvements  were  carried  out, 
2enerally  as  a res”,lt  of  informal  action: - 


'■'■.Cs.  55 
Baths  32 
Sinks  27 
Draina^je  systems  27 
Lavatory  hasins  28 
Connections  to  water  main  1 
Connections  to  sewer  32 
Larders  9 


A number  of  other  minor  improvements  Y/ere  also 
carr'.ed  out. 


PP_0D 

The  inspection  of  food  premises  durinw  the  year  'Tas 
curtailed  by  reason  of  limited  staff  and  pressure  of  other 
work,  but  in  spite  of  this  some  improvements  in  equipment 
were  brou^iht  about  by  informal  action.  In  several  cases 
refri2,erators  were  installed  for  the  storage  of  food,  and  in 
some  shops  refrigerated  display  counters  and  "deep-freeze'' 
units  were  introduced.  In  some  cases  retailers  are  finding 
it  necessary  to  provide  improved  equipment  of  this  t;^q)e  by 
reason  of  competition  in  the  trade  and  to  induce  village 
people  to  patronise  the  village  shop  instead  of  going  into 
the  towns  to  shop. 

A total  of  33  visits  were  made  to  fooc.  premises 
other  than  to  dairies,  bakehouses,  ice  cream  premises, 
licensed  premises,  slaughterhouses  which  are  dealt  '.'ith 
elsewhere  in  this  report. 


Nru7]b_er_  and  Trgpes  of  Food  Premises. 


Licensed  houses  and  Clubs 

74 

Cafes 

14 

Cuest  Houses 

12 

Food  Shops 

87 

Butchers  'ihops 

12 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

9 

Fish  Shops 

3 

Iried  Pish  Shops 

1 
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In  pre-pacLd“?orn  or 

accoiiKioaation.  and  p sensed  premises* 

i.sed  for  intermittent  ^ ”dod  and  private  houses  are 

pnr-orcularly  during  the^s^^r  .^onSf"'"  — -'iationr 

of  the  Pood  and  Drh.s^Xot  ^®-.isterod  under  Section  In 

3ausa.es,  or  PottedTy^elhdfXicSeh^ahT^”""^"^^  - 

j rxu.iea  aiid  preserved  foods 

animal  feedx“f  Suffr°Xd^leXt!f.°le“rs°X  “-ufacturers  of 

S?e  rXf’  under  “ ^3  Processed 

-he  Council's  refuse  tips.  Pressure;  or  it  is  huried  on 

.LI CiDijoED  PP.  P FJ j 3^ g 

conveniences  ror°both  se-dsXvSJh  aev;  sanitary 

^-°'^33s.  3''“'3  uere  proviaed  at  three  licensed 


iialE  iim  ZOO  PS. 


53  in  the 


district,  thwe  3lau~hterhousei 

Slauihterin;;  in  these'  threr-or^nf?*^'^  Id  ’wholesale  trade. 

?o'tlhehh%e^S 

.non  the  greatest  nvIi,er^o^°^?’^‘  ^s^tiaularly  at  wee.hends'^" 
two  A.inual  Heports  I direct, killed,  m mP  iLt 
niau^Ox  and  th^  positinn  Particular  attention  to  thip 

With  appro,ximately-  90>.  inspect ion’X!?^  during  155', 

inopection  01  animals  hilled. 


2u,091  animals 


531  beasts,  368  cows 
10.16  visits  were  made 


:at 


d/ere  inspected  during  the  year  - 

in^con^ecSon  wi?h\f"S  pigs. 

rhu  inspection  of 


16,519 


Sivin-;  an  averao-  nV 

‘^^eiage  of  over  21  animals 


inspected,  per  vij 


during  the'l!aX;^Setlnl“fX™lcX\rris  h^liX^lf®  condemned 
.Le^c^ts. 


.Coj.vs. 


Carcases 
heads  and 
Livers 
Lun,is 
Hearts 


and  organs 
tongues 


hi  cine ys 
Cplecns 
Pluchs 


Poreai-.arters  Beef 
Beef 


Carcases  aiid  organs 
Hei.ds  and  tongues 
Livers 


Lungs 

Mesenteries  and  intes 
hearts 


tines 


Kidneys 
Ip leans 
Pluchs 


Poreouarter  Beef 


h 

22 

58 

13 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

434  Ihs. 


15 

34 

92 

37 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 
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4 

.] 


.1 


‘'i 


^alve_s. 


Carcases  and  organs 

20 

Plucks 

2 

Livers 

14 

KicLieys 

35 

Lun^s 

5 

Spleens 

5 

Heart 

1 

Veal 

13 

Carcases  and  oi\,ans 
Hearts 

Heads  and  tongues 
Livers 
Plucks 
Lungs 
Mutton 

Pigs. 

Carcases  ana  organs 
Heads  and  tongues 
Livers 
Lungs 
liidneys 
Plucks 
Hearts 
Spleens 
Pork 

Various. 

1 X 5 IL.  tin  corned  "beef, 
2x2  lb.3oz  tins  tomatoes. 
20  lbs.  sausa  es. 


n- 'Ac:-i:ps  yapp  , 

The  knackers  yard  at  Dunball  is  being  maintained 
in  very  good  condition  and  v/as  visited  on  4 occasions  during 
the  year. 


DAI  PIES. 

The  number  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  on  the 
register  is  o and  11  visits  were  made  for  the  inspection  of 
dairies  durin  the  year. 


.IQE.^Pd:Ak 

'he  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  storage 
and  sale  of  ice  cream  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  63s 
4 premises  were  also  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice  cream.  Each  of  these  m£inufacturers  produced  ice  cream 
by  the  "col  ■ mix"  methoa^  followed  by  boilin  the  product. 

Cv/ing  to  pressure  of  other  v/ork  only  16  smiples  of 
ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year.  The  analyst's  reports 
on  these  sanples  were  as  follows: - 


26 

69 

63 

110 

17 

6 

12 

3 

156  lbs. 


24 

2 

2 

12 

O 

y 

96 

207  lbs. 
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8 samples  were  placed  proviGiorial  Q-rade  1. 

2 saraples  were  placed  in  provisional  rade  2. 

2 samples  v;ere  placed  in  provisional  "-rade  3« 

4 samples  were  placed  h-.  provisional  -rade 

A total  of  25  visits  Y/ere  made  in  connection  ./ith 
the  manufacture p storage  and  sale  oi  ice  cream. 


182  visits  were  made  durin;  the  year  in  connection 
with  moveahle  dv/ellin'.s. 

There  are  now  seven  licensed  campinp,  sites  in  the 
district,  all  of  which  are  small.  Licences  have  heen  issued 
to  station  and  use  tv;enty  nine  caravans  on  inaividual  sites. 


INfECTIOUS  .MSEASI^, 

15  disinfections  v/ere  carried  o it  durin  the  year, 
32  visits  hein  , made  in'  connection  with  infectious  diseases. 

.YSxd'  lAQUS  " 

9 treatments  for  the  destmact ion  of  veriiin  v/ere 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

RODEIpT  DESTRTJCTION. 

20  visits  were  made  in  connection  v/ith  rodent 
infestation  in  addition  to  those  made  hy  the  Rodent  Operativ 


OF  VISITS. 


7/ater  Supply 

178 

Drainage 

102 

Knackers  Yard 

Li 

Moveahle  Dwellings 

182 

Factories 

36 

Bakehouses 

21 

Shops 

42 

i. odent  Infestation 

20 

Miscellaneous  Sanitar.y  Visits 

2G 

Nuisances 

406 

Ke\/  York 

272 

Housing  Inspections 

309 

Ho'isin  repairs 

122 

Overcrowding 

2b 

Infectious  Diseases 

32 

Verminous  Premises 

9 

Slau_hter houses 

10 

Inspection  of  meat 

1,328 

Dairies 

11 

Ice  cream  premises 

25 

Housing  (R. ) and  (F.P.  ) Acts 

96 

Pood  premises 

83 

Licensed  premises 

11 

Piggeries  and  poultry  farms 

2 

Improvement  3-rants 

22 

I £mi.  Mr 


. Chaimany  Ladies  and 
G-entlemen  j 
Y ou p obedient  s e r van t j 


F»A«  MIIE 


Chief  Public  Health  inspector 
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